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John Owen’s 

Rules for Walking in Fellowship 

Rules 14-15 

RULE 14 –  Vigilant watchfulness over each other’s lives, attended with mutual admonition in case of 
disorderly walking, and rendering an account to the church if the offending party will not be prevailed upon. 

 

Proof texts for Rule 14: Heb.10:24-25; Rom.15:14; Js.5:19-20; Matt.18:15-17 

1. What is this “mutual admonition” in the congregation (it’s goals, motivations, etc)?  

2. Who is responsible for this mutual admonition in the life of the congregation?  

3. What should motivate us to exhort one another?   

4. What steps does our Lord lay out for confronting an erring brother or sister?   

 

Explanation of Rule 14: 

“There is a threefold duty included here: watchfulness, admonition (which is the main focus of this rule) and 
where necessary, discipline.  This duty is of eminent necessity and usefulness, for the glory of God and the 
Gospel … and the general good and spiritual edification of one another … to recover souls to the right way.   
Not that we should curiously pry into one another’s failings, much less maliciously search into doubtful 
unknown things, for the trouble or disparagement of our brethren.  Such is quite contrary to that love which 
‘thinks no evil,’ but ‘covers a multitude of sins.’  Rather, out of a sense of the glory of God, the honor of the 
gospel, and care of each other’s souls, we are to observe one anothers’ walking, so that what is exemplary may 
be followed, what fails may be directed, and what is amiss may be reproved, so that in all things God may be 
glorified and Christ exalted …  
 

It is taken for granted that the performance of this duty requires much caution and wisdom, tenderness and 
moderation, without which it often degenerates from a peaceable remedy of evil, into fuel for strife and debate 
instead.  Therefore, let those who are called to perform this duty diligently consider the following things: 
 

 That in the whole action he does not transgress the rule of charity which we find in 1Cor.13:7, Gal.6:1-5. 

 Let him have peace at home, by constantly laboring to cast out all beams and specks from his own eye 
(Matt.7:5). 

 Let him so perform it that it may evidently appear that he has no other aim but the glory of God and the 
good of his reproved brother – all envy and rejoicing in evil being far away.  

 Let him be sure to draw his admonitions from the Word, that the authority of God may appear in them, 
and without the Word let him not presume to speak. 

 Let all the external circumstances of the admonition, such as the time, place, persons, and the like, be 
carefully weighed, so that all provocation in the least manner may be fully avoided. 

 Let it be considered as an ordinance which Christ has a special regard for. 

 Let him carefully distinguish between personal injuries to himself – whose mention call more for 
forgiveness than reproof – and  other offenses tending to public scandal.   

 Lastly, let self-examination for the same or similar failings always accompany our brotherly admonition.” 
 

5. What are the circumstances and goals of this rule of fellowship?   

6. What are the dangers of this rule of fellowship?   
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7. Owen provides eight directions for performing this rule of fellowship.  If you had to admonish a 

member of this congregation, 

a. Which of these would you consider most important to keep constantly in mind? 

b. Which of these would you find most difficult to maintain? 

 

8. If you had to be admonished by a member of this congregation, 

a. Which of these would carry the most weight in helping you humbly accept rebuke? 

b. Which of these would be most counter-productive to your brother’s admonition if it 

were lacking? 

Motivations for Rule 14: 
 

“These and the like things being duly weighed, let every brother, with Christian 
courage, admonish from the Word every one whom he judges to walk disorderly in 
any particular whatsoever, not to suffer sin upon him, being ready to receive 
content and satisfaction upon just defense, or promised amendment; and without 
this, in case of just offense, a man cannot be freed from the guilt of other men’s 
sins.   
 

Let also the person admonished, with all Christian patience, accept the admonition, 
without any more regret of spirit than he would have against him who should break the weapon with which he 
was in danger of being slain; considering –   
 

 The authority of Him who has appointed the admonition; 

 The privilege and mercy he enjoys by such a spiritual prevention of such a danger or out of such an evil, 
which perhaps he himself did not discern; 

 The dreadful judgments which are everywhere threatened to those who despise reproof (Prov.29:1); and so 
thankfully accept a just admonition from even the humblest in the congregation.   
 

For the last step, of bringing it to the church if not prevailing by private admonition, our Savior has so plainly 
laid down both the manner and end of proceeding in Matt.18:15-17, that it needs no explanation.”  

9. Why does Owen include “courage” as a necessary ingredient to this rule?  Why might we lack it? 
10. What motivations are urged upon the admonisher and the 

admonished? 

RULE 15 – Exemplary walking in all holiness and godliness 
of life, to the glory of the Gospel, edification of the church, and 
conviction of those who are outside. 

Proof-texts for Rule 15: Tit.2:11-12, 14; Eph.4:21-23; Heb.12:14 

11. List the aspects of holiness found in these texts.  Why are 

these not optional for the Christian?   

12. How does Christ’s finished work on the Cross relate to 
these?  (See also Andrew Gray quote) 

“Faith in Jesus Christ has a noble, 

excellent influence upon the 

growth of sanctification, and the 

attaining of holiness: ‘they are 

sanctified by faith in me’… faith 

lays hold upon Jesus Christ, and 

draws strength and virtue from 

Him, for the conquering of lusts 

and raising us up into a blessed 

conformity to Him!” 

(Andrew Gray) 
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Explanation of Rule 15:  
 

“‘Holiness adorns the LORD’s house forever’ (Ps.93:5); without it 
none shall see God (Heb.12:14).  Christ died to wash His church, to 
present it before His Father without spot or blemish; to purchase for 
Himself a peculiar people, zealous for good works.  It is the kingdom 
of God within us, and by which it appears to all that we are the 
children of the kingdom.  Let this, then, be the great discriminating 
character of the church from the world, that they are a holy, humble, 
self-denying people.  Our Master is holy; His doctrine and worship 
are holy: let us strive that our hearts may also be holy.   

 

This is our wisdom towards them that are outside, by which they may be guided or convinced; this is the means 
whereby we build up one another most effectually.  Examples are a sharper way of instruction than precepts.  
Loose walking, causing the name of God to be blasphemed, the little ones of Christ to be offended, and His 
enemies to rejoice, is attended with most dreadful woes.  O that all who are called to a holy profession, and do 
enjoy holy ordinances, did shine also in holiness of life, that those who accuse them as evil-doers might have 
their mouths stopped and their hearts filled with shame, to the glory of the Gospel!  To this rule belongs wise 
walking, in all patience, meekness, and long-suffering towards those that are outside, until they appear clearly 
to be fighters against God, when they are to be prayed for.  To this rule also might be referred the patience of 
the saints in all tribulations, sufferings, and persecutions for the name of Christ.   
 
13. Why do you think Owen calls personal holiness “the kingdom of God within us?”   

14. Explain in what sense personal holiness is a goal of the Gospel.   

15. How many results of personal holiness are mentioned?   

Motivations for Rule 15: 
 
Motives for the exercise of universal holiness, in acts internal and external, private and public, personal and of 
all relations, are –  

 The utter insufficiency of the most precious ordinances for any communion with God without it. 

 The miserable condition of deceived souls, with their barren, empty, fruitless faith. 

 The glory of the Gospel, when the power of it has an evident impression on the hearts, thoughts, words, 
actions, and lives of professors. 

 The scandal of the Gospel, the advantage of its adversaries, the shame of the 
church, and fierce wrath of God, following the unsuitable walking of 
professing Christians. 

 The sweet reward which the practice of holiness brings along with it even in 
this life, with that eternal weight of glory to which it leads hereafter – to 
which the holy Son of God is bringing us all, through the sprinkling of His 
most holy blood!   
 

16. Put each of Owen’s motivations in your own words and discuss. 

17. How might we as a congregation encourage one another to greater 
holiness?   

18. How is such greater holiness attained?   

Westminster Shorter 

Catechism Q. 35:  What 

is sanctification?  

A: Sanctification is the 

work of God's free 

grace, whereby we are 

renewed in the whole 

man after the image of 

God, and are enabled 

more and more to die 

unto sin, and live unto 

righteousness. 


